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Introduction

The Interim Housing Needs Report has been prepared according to the requirements of the
Housing Needs Report Regulation and the Local Government Act. This interim reportis an
addendum to the 2021 District of Hope Housing Needs Assessment.

The Interim Reportincludes the following:

1. The number of housing units needed currently and over the next 5 and 20 years,
calculated using the method outlined in the Housing Needs Report Method
Regulation;

2. Astatement about the need for housing near transportation infrastructure that
supports walking, bicycling, public transit or other alternative forms of
transportation; and,

3. Adescription of the actions taken by the local government, since receiving the
most recent housing needs report, to reduce housing needs.

The Interim report was produced to meet new provincial requirements and does not
represent a comprehensive update to 2021 District of Hope Housing Needs Assessment. A
full update to the Housing Needs Report will be completed and received by the District of
Hope Council by December 31, 2028.
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Number of Housing Units - 5 & 20 years

The following table summarizes the 5-year and 20-year housing needs in the District of
Hope according to the provincial Housing Needs Report Method. Data was generated using
the Housing Needs Report Calculator’ which was created by the Housing Assessment
Resource Tools (HART) project. See Attachment A for all produced tables.

Detailed descriptions of the methodology can be found in the Province’s Guidelines for

Housing Needs Reports - HNR Method Technical Guidance document

The 5-year demand represents need from 2024 — 2029, while, the 20-year demand

represents need from 2024 - 2044.

Hope DM (CSD, BC)

Component 5 Year Need | 20 Year Need
A. Extreme Core Housing Need 23.84 95.35
B. Persons Experiencing Homelessness 22.55 45.11
C. Suppressed Household Formation 59.07 236.27
D. Anticipated Growth 446.11 1208.99
E. Rental Vacancy Rate Adjustment 2.53 10.12
F. Additional Local Demand 131.87 527.49
Total New Units -5 years 686
Total New Units - 20 years 2,123

e Extreme Core Housing Need: Households spending at least 50% of pre-tax income
on housing.

e Homelessness: Data is available at the regional level and is distributed to the
municipality or electoral area based on its share of the regional population.

e Suppressed Household formation: Addresses households that were unable to
form due to the lack of available & affordable housing supply.

e Anticipated Growth: Units needed to accommodate a growing population. The
average of the projections for municipal and regional household growth is used to
account for growth through population movement within the regional district.

T https://hart.ubc.ca/bc-hnr-calculator/

Interim Housing Needs Report - District of Hope - November 2024


https://hart.ubc.ca/bc-hnr-calculator/

The majority of the demand in District of Hope comes from the ‘Anticipated Growth’
category. This category has the greatest potential to fluctuate based on actual
growth over time.

e Rental Vacancy Adjustment: The number of units needed to restore local vacancy
rates to 3%. Rental vacancy rates in Hope in 2021 were 1.4%, meaning additional
units will be needed to meet the target rate.

e Additional Local Demand: This is a multiplier to calculate unspecified local
demand (the demand buffer).

The Additional Local Demand, or demand buffer, helps to accommodate
fluctuations in market conditions and considers that some demand is driven by
preference. Examples of such demand include households seeking homes closer to
jobs and schools, growing families looking for larger homes, and seniors looking to
downsize in their existing communities.

Comparison between the 2021 Housing Needs Report and the Interim Housing Needs
Report projections is difficult. The 5-year projections in each report cover a different time
period (i.e. 2021-2026 and 2024-2029) and use different methods of calculation.
Additionally, the 2021 Housing Needs Report relied on data projections from the 2016
census as the 2021 census was not yet available.

Despite these challenges, the Interim report data indicates a higher anticipated housing
need than was projected in the existing housing needs report. Much of the increase comes
from the inclusion of the Additional Local Demand buffer.
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Statement: Housing and Transportation Need

The District of Hope Official Community Plan aims to ensure land use and development
contribute to livability and completeness, as well as to compact, connected, and walkable,
built environments (Goal 1). Many objectives, support this goal, including:

e Objective 1.1 To prioritize development in the District’s urban areas

e Objective 1.2 To encourage the densification of the Downtown core to facilitate
potential transit service.

e Obijective 1.5 To ensure that Hope has a suitable land base to meet its future
residential, commercial, industrial, and open space needs.

0 Policy 1.5.1 Focus the development of residential land uses in locations
within a close walk to community services and facilities in the downtown
core (designated as Downtown Hope in Schedule B: Future Land Use Map).

e Objective 3.2 To encourage pedestrian activity by strengthening the live- work
relationship and the attractiveness of Downtown Hope to new and expanding
businesses.

e Objective 7.3 To use green corridors effectively to provide opportunities for walking
and cycling and promote healthy and active living.

e Objective 8.2 Encourage local trips by foot and bicycle.

e Obijective 8.3 To support an accessible transportation system within Hope.

District of Hope supports the creation of additional density in the Downtown and Urban /
Suburban areas to serve the needs of current and future residents. Development in these
areas must consider connections to active transportation and will generally be located
near public transit.

Public transit in Hope consists of bus service which connects the Urban / Suburban areas
to Agassiz and runs several times per day. As public transit increases within District of
Hope, the Downtown and Urban / Suburban areas will be the principal areas served.
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Actions Taken to Reduce Housing Need

District of Hope is working towards the reduction of housing need in the municipality. To
achieve this goal, the following actions have been taken since the completion of the last
Housing Needs Reportin 2021:

1. Adopted Small Scale Multi-Unit Housing Zoning Bylaw amendments (2024)
District of Hope adopted zoning amendments to allow up to 3 dwelling units on
parcels less than 280 sgm in size and up to 4 dwelling units on parcels greater than
280 sgm in zones that previously only permitted 1 or 2 dwelling units. This change
substantially increases the number of dwelling units permitted within the Urban/
Suburban Residential areas. Additional dwelling units may become available as
properties redevelop or as accessory dwelling units are added.

2. lIssued Building Permits (between 2021 and Oct. 2024)
District of Hope has issued the following permits for residential dwelling units:

2021 2022 2023 2024 Total
Single Family Dwelling 37 20 5 8 70
Suite (existing house) 2 2
Suite (new house) 20 20
Multi-family 2* 48 42
Mobile Home 5 7 3 15
Total 62 29 8 50 149

* Duplex (2 dwelling units); ** 32 condos, 8 townhouses

In addition to the permits issued for residential units, a development permit has
been issued and a building permit application permit received for:
e 56 supportive housing units and

e 15 shelter beds for persons experiencing homelessness.

3. Issued Form and Character Development Permits
Between 2022 and 2024 District of Hope issued residential form and character
development permits for 60 dwelling units in multi-family buildings on 4 distinct
sites. Construction of these units may occur in the future.

4. Planto Create a Denser Downtown Zone

In 2023, District of Hope completed the Hope Downtown Action Plan which
supports residential infill in and near the edges of the downtown.
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Attachment A -

Tables Generated via the Housing Needs Report Calculator
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https://hart.ubc.ca/housing-needs-assessment-tool/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/housing-and-tenancy/tools-for-government/uploads/hnr_method_technical_guidelines.pdf
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